
SABRES READYSABRES READY
22--17 CAV OUT FRONT NEWSLETTER17 CAV OUT FRONT NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2005

SABRE  06

PFC Hensley posts the Squadron Battle Flag the day our Transfer of 
Authority becomes official from 1-17th CAV REGT.

CW4 Stoner ready for any mission
Colonel Phipps, the 101 AVN Brigade CDR 
visits us at FOB McKenzie (Left CSM Ortiz)

Friends and Family of the OUT FRONT Squadron,

This is the first of several newsletter we will send to help keep you 
informed about our operations and daily lives over here.  We are still 
working our website, and hope to have it fixed soon.  Our Brigade will 
also send out a newsletter to help give a broader picture of thing s in 
Iraq.  

It has been a long journey from Camp Buehring, Kuwait to our current 
location at FOB McKenzie.  The long hours of training back in CONUS are 
truly paying off.  We will continue to set the standard for aviation support 
and have hit the ground running.  The Squadron truly excelled 
supporting the Iraqi Constitutional Referendum, maintaining a grueling 
optempo to ensure the Iraqi people could exercise their right to vote. 

We took over operations from our sister unit, 1-17th Cavalry Regiment, 
out of Fort Bragg, North Carolina.   They will soon join the Fort Campbell 
team, as the unit will move next spring to become part of the 101st.  We 
are continuing their high standards of support and are working to raise 
the bar and improve upon the foundation we have inherited.

Based on the successful transfer of security duties back to Iraqi forces, 
the squadron may relocate to a new FOB.  It will be a challenge to repack, 
move and rest, and we will keep everyone informed as the plan solidifies.   

The Squadron has done remarkably well so far, but still has many
months of deployment ahead .  The support of all of you at home is 
paramount to our success here in Iraq.  I would like to thank all of you for 
your time, effort, understanding and sacrifice.  This is not always an easy 
time for our loved ones, but rest assured, the 2-17th Cavalry Regiment is 
fully trained and capable of accomplishing the many tasks ahead.
Remember that nothing worthwhile comes without hard work and 
sacrifice, and the squadron is truly making a difference for the Soldiers 
we support and the people of Iraq.  

OUT FRONT!
LTC Louis A. Vogler
Sabre 06  



HEADHUNTERS ANNIHILATORS

Greetings from the Annihilators in Iraq.  
It's been just over a month since we departed Fort Campbell and it's been a very busy 
month. Once we arrived in Kuwait, there was no time to waste as we prepared our aviators 
to fly in the desert environment.  After several days of CW4 Kist, CW3 Rowley and CW3 
Slebodnik flying all day with our pilots, we were dust landing qualified, weapon system 
verified and ready to deploy to FOB McKenzie.  At McKenzie our hosts, 1st Squadron, 17th 
Cavalry, graciously received us and began preparing us for the mission we were about to 
undertake.  On October 2nd your Annihilators took over the mission from B Troop, 1-17 
Cav.  Since taking the mission, our Troop has flown well over 500 hours none of which 
could have happened without the outstanding support we receive from the crewchiefs and 
the maintenance pilots. Day in and day out, they bust their humps so that our aviators can 
take off and support American soldiers on the ground. I guess what I'm trying to say is they 
are the BEST!!  On October 15th we flew in force to support Iraq's referendum vote.  It 
turned out to be a fairly quiet day and the Iraqi people were able to vote unimpeded thanks 
in part to our constant presence.  Your Annihilators are doing a hell of a job!  You should be 
proud of each and every one of them.  I'd like to recognize some of the highlights of the 
Annihilators over the past month.  Congratulations to SGT Lopez who reenlisted while in 
Kuwait.  Congratulations also to SPC Schrader who was promoted on October 1st.  
Additionally, I'd like to recognize SPC Judah Vanschaak as the first Annihilator of the 
Month. Over the past month SPC Vanschaak utilized his basic Arabic skills to familiarize 
many of the Troops with the Iraqi language, inventoried all of the Troop's benchstock and 
developed a sophisticated tracking system, and set up the Troop's new computers to 
instantly update whenever a maintenance change occurred.  SPC Vanschaak
accomplished all of this while still serving as the crewchief of the aircraft routinely flown by 
the Squadron Commander. Congratulations to SPC Vanschaak.  Finally I'd ask that you 
keep all of the Annihilators in your prayers. We're all looking forward to getting home to our 
loved ones, but we have a long way to go still.  Your prayers and support will help us all 
through this.

OUT FRONT!

CPT Darren Musico
Annihilator 6

Family and Friends of Headhunter Troop,

As the daily high temperatures are no longer in the 
triple digits, the months of preparation and training are 
paying off. All of those at home should be truly proud of 
your troopers and the work that they are doing here in 
Iraq. Largely due to the efforts of the Headhunters we 
have completed a seamless mission handover with our 
Cavalry brothers and sisters from Ft. Bragg.

For some, their efforts have been rewarded with 
promotions; Sergeant to Staff Sergeant: Gazzola; 
Corporals to Sergeants: Harvest and Mehring; PFC to 
Specialist:  Kelly, Kirwan, Moreland and Phelps; PV2 to 
Private First Class: Banks and Hall. Others have 
extended their commitment to the military such as SSG 
Holder (Indefinite), and SPC Oliver with a three year 
reenlistment.

We wish a Happy Birthday to the following October 
Birthdays: LTC Vogler and LTC Smalley; MAJ Taylor; 
CPT Dial, CPT Herzberg and CPT Reyes; SSG Cabrera; 
SGT Mehring; SPC Kelly; PFC Banks and PFC Hall.    

Although we all miss our homes and families greatly, 
the cards, letters, care packages and e-mails really make 
this deployment significantly more bearable. Getting the 
mail here to FOB Mackenzie was one of the few speed 
bumps that we hit but the address sent out by the FRG is 
working well now. 

As we continue to support the Squadron in our daily 
operations Troopers also find the time to contact family 
and friends with the MWR facilities, which include internet 
and internet phones.  Please continue to send letters and 
packages as they boost our moral.

Until next time, Take Care and God Bless.

CPT Jose L. Reyes
1SG Donald J. Morris

(Left to Right) Newly promoted Sergeants 
Mehring and Harvest.  (Center) PFC 

MacArthur with HHT Guidon

The first of the “Combat 
Promotions” SPC Kelly and 

PFC Hall

(Left to Right) SPC Moreland 
(Medics) and PFC Banks 
(Commo) promotion. PFC 

McArthur (center) with the HHT 
GuidonS-6 shop working on the COMMO 

equipment.

Alpha Troop Photo
Promotion of SPC Schrader



BANSHEE

On 06 September 2005, the elite soldiers of Banshee Troop departed Cav
Country to em bark on their second deployment to Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. This 
is their story… 
It was a dark and stormy night - actually, it was a fine day for flying. After formations, roll calls, 
manifests, and more, the Banshees boarded their plane to cross the ocean. Shannon, Ireland was 
our first stop. This was a brief stop for fuel and a much-needed opportunity to stretch our legs After 
approximately 18 hours of crowded planes and buses crossing the sands, we arrived in Kuwait. 
Your Banshee is going to tell you how hot it is quite often. Get
used to it! Camp Buehring. Udairi, Kuwait. This was our second stop - it is referred to as a staging 
base. This is where we ensure that all of our people, equipment, weapons, vehicles, and aircraft are 
ready to join the fight. We receive updates to what is happening and where we will be going. For the 
Banshees that have been here before, they say that Camp Buehring is greatly improved over what it 
once was, particularly the ability to contact loved ones at home! The chow hall was great and we are 
missing it now! 
SGT Crawford and SPC Root reaffirmed their commitment to the Army by reenlisting over here. We 
need more like you! We spent about three weeks there making our final preparations to "cross the 
berm" into Iraq. 
Samarra. A quaint little village nestled deep in the rolling sands of central Iraq. This will be home to 
the Banshees for the next (don't quote me on this) several months. This is where we will live, work, 
sleep, eat, play ping pong, and continue to train and fight.  The camp is actually east of the town of 
Samarra, and there isn't much of a view, unless you like desert scenery. This also means that we 
can see the bad guys coming from miles away, so they don't stand a chance. Our ever-vigilant 
Banshees are flying missions as you read this, helping the Iraqi people discover democracy, 
freedom, and maybe even air conditioning. Camp McKenzie was formerly inhabited by our sister 
squadron, 1-17 Cav out of Fort Bragg. They were very excited to see us and really helped out a lot 
with the transition. You wouldn't believe what they have accomplished over here!  In the online 
photos (soon to be posted), you will see the vast improvements they have made to this camp since 
their arrival almost a year ago. Once they redeploy home, they will remain at Fort Bragg for a short 
period, and then the unit will be moving to Fort Campbell. We are living in air conditioned metal 
boxes affectionately referred to as Combat Housing Units, or CHUs, pronounced "chews". They are 
all protected by sandbags and concrete barriers, so sleep well knowing that we're safe. All have 
electricity and we are doing what we can to make them more like home, so keep sending photos for 
our walls! We have hot showers but the water truck only comes once daily, so water is conserved 
whenever possible. Most of our aircraft maintenance is conducted on the flight line or in the large 
hangars formerly inhabited by Iraqi Air Force jets. The chow situation is improving by the day. Mail is 
also coming in. Many of us have received letters and boxes (thanks!)

More info on the Banshee World Tour can be found here:
http://www.cavhooah.com/banshee.htm
If you do not see your loved one on the website, tell them to
give me some photos!  Be very proud of your soldiers. They   
are operating 24 hours a day in preparation for the 
referendum to the Iraqi Constitution on 15 OCT. Your crew 
chiefs are doing a fantastic job keeping their aircraft ready to
fly at a moment's notice. Your pilots are flying night and day 
protecting our ground forces as they continue the War on 
Terrorism.  We are looking forward to Mr. Forsman's
promotion to CW2 this month, and we welcome SPC Ogilby
to the Banshees.

CONDORS

CONDOR  TROOPCONDOR  TROOP
Greetings from Iraq!  The past 60 days have been a whirlwind of emotions and 

excitement. 
Upon arrival to Kuwait we quickly went to work getting our aircraft ready for the year 

of hard work ahead.  After a few days of recovering from the time change we went to 
work completing our dust qualifications and Table VI gunnery validations.  The crew 
chiefs and pilots have done an outstanding job ensuring the aircraft meet every mission.  

We departed from Kuwait on a 5 hour flight to our new home at FOB Mackenzie.  
Upon arrival we shared space with our sister unit 1-17 as we again received all of our 
equipment and readied our aircraft.  Just as we were settling in to our Area of Operations 
we were tasked to move north to Iraq’s second largest city of Mosul.

We conducted a hasty local area orientation with C/1-17 Cav “CrazyHorse” and 
immediately started flying in “Pink” teams with Apaches from 2-101.  We utilized the 
techniques perfected during the Vietnam war of having the Scout aircraft flying low over 
the city in search of the enemy or in support of troops on the ground.  The attack aircraft 
follows behind at a higher altitude above the scout in a position to provide support to the 
scout if needed.  We were fully integrated in time for the Reformation vote of the new 
Iraqi constitution and have spent the last two weeks patrolling the city.  We have now 
begun the transition with another Kiowa unit so we can rejoin the Squadron at 
Mackenzie.  

A special congratulations to SGT Harper who re-enlisted for 6 years upon our arrival 
to FOB Mackenzie.  Truly an exceptional leader and NCO.  

Again, I would like to thank the families who are asked to sacrifice so much for the 
Military.  Please continue to be active with the FRG and check our Troop website 
www.condors-nest.com for pictures and updates on your deployed soldiers.

-CPT Aaron Martin, Condor 6

Bravo Troop crewchiefs working on 
the flightline at McKenzie.

C Troop Pilots at Camp Buehring

C Troop Command Group

http://www.condors-nest.com/


DIRTY DELTA IRON HORSE

Hello from FOB Mackenzie, Iraq!   We have finally made it and now it’s time to 
put to use all the hard training we have completed at Ft. Campbell, JRTC, and 
Kuwait.  I hope that all friends and family of E Troop are doing well.  We have 
regular access to e-mail and telephones, mail is either feast or famine, but we 
do receive it on a some what regular basis.   It takes about 9-12 Days to 
receive a package or letter. I also appreciate the support of the friends and 
family members of E Troop, we would not be able to accomplish this difficult 
mission without your support. 

E Troop has come a long way since I arrived in January and we have made 
tremendous improvements.  When I arrived we only had half the Troopers and 
half of the equipment we are authorized.   Now I am full strength on personnel 
and equipment.    I assure everyone that the countless training exercises and 
deployments to JRTC and Ft. Knox are paying huge dividends to ensure the 
safety of all E  Troopers.  We have good living accommodations here at FOB 
Mackenzie,  we are living in Combat Housing Units (CHU)  which house 4 -8 
Soldiers.  All CHUs  are air-conditioned and 90 % of the CHUs have 
refrigerators ,  but all the CHUs will have refrigerators within 30 days.    Space 
is limited in the CHUs but  we are trying to limit the amount of soldiers per 
CHU.    There is a small PX and ethnic store that soldiers can use, but there 
supplies are very limited.    Finance comes by once a month so Troopers can 
obtain cash.  Packages can’t be sent out because we do not have a post office 
here, but we are working on having the post office make a monthly visit.  I 
understand that the holiday season is fast approaching so we are trying to do 
everything we can so that all Troopers can send and receive packages.  I 
encourage everyone to send mail and packages to there loved ones during the 
holiday season, you can not imagine the joy it can bring to someone when 
they are far from home.  The holiday season will be difficult on both ends and I 
will ensure that all my Troopers have the opportunity to call and write as much 
as possible.   I  appreciate all the support you have giving your Trooper, and I 
know it will continue throughout this difficult but necessary deployment.

I  am very proud of all my Troopers and the work they have done. We have a 
lot behind us and we still have a long road in front of us, but we are seeing a 
glimmer of light.  Sleep well tonight for your Trooper is on watch for this great 
nation of ours, and he/she has the confidence, equipment, and leadership to 
accomplish his/her mission.   I  thank you all for your support, and may God 
Bless this Troop and our great nation. 

CPT Frank M. Campana
Ironhorse 6
“Lifeline of the Squadron” 

1SG John Hendricks
Ironhorse 7

“Dirty Delta!”
CPT Thomas Hussey
Dirty 06 

To D Troop Friends and Families,

D Troop has retired the “Mustang” call sign.  To preserve the history of the Troop, 
D Troop has officially returned back to “Dirty Delta.”  To keep the history alive 
from the Vietnam era, it seemed appropriate to make the transition once we hit the 
ground running again in the combat environment.  The soldiers are embracing the 
change and I hope the veterans recognize the importance of this evolution.

We are in full swing operationally.  The Squadron’s aircraft have been flying since 
day one and Dirty Troop continues to be behind the scenes allowing the 
operational tempo to remain steady.  E Troop of 1-17 Cav, the maintenance troop 
from Fort Bragg, left us an excellent area to work out of and has made settling in a 
breeze.  Thanks to all of those troopers who came before us and who are now 
headed home.   1-17 Cav will soon transition to Fort Campbell to become 7-17 Cav
with the 159th Aviation Brigade.

Congratulations to PFC Haugen who was promoted to Specialist in Kuwait.  
Congrats to CW2 Woodson as well who is now promotable to Chief Warrant Officer 
3.  D Troop also recognized several soldiers who reenlisted in the past month.  
Many thanks to SGT Reynolds, SGT Ramos, SPC Allen and SPC Hammond for 
their continued service to our country and unit.  

I speak for the Troop when I say thank you for the support back home.  The mail is 
flowing now and is definitely a highlight for our soldiers.  If anyone would like to 
send letters or packages to any D Troopers in need of mail I’ll ensure it gets to an 
appropriate soldier.  To appease the postal service, please address it to myself 
followed by “C/O Any Dirty Delta Trooper.”

Be proud of your soldier, D Troop is blessed with great individuals doing great 
things, they impress me everyday. 

D Troop Command Group enjoying the fine 
facilities at FOB McKenzie.

The new D Troop Logo – Looks a little DIRTY



PICTURES OF THE MONTHPICTURES OF THE MONTH

FRIENDS AND FAMILY:

OUR ADDRESS HERE AT FOB MCKENZIE IS AS 
FOLLOWS:

(Your soldiers Name)

(Your soldiers Troop), 2-17th CAV

FOB McKenzie

APO AE 09391 
THANKS FOR ALL OF YOUR MAIL AND 
SUPPORT.

Good day Friends and Family of the OUT Front Squadron,

The soldiers have been doing one hell of a job getting ready to sustain 
themselves for our mission. All troopers from the CAV are keeping a 
positive attitude and putting the hard driving spirit into their jobs. FOB 
McKenzie comes complete with a workout center, phone and internet cafe, 
library, Movie Theater, and even a saloon (fully stocked with soda and 
near beer), to give the soldiers a little free time to get away from it all. All 
Soldiers have moved into their two man combat housing units (CHU). 
Every CHU has its own air conditioning and plenty of space to roam 
around. The soldiers are doing a great job. Please remember to email and 
keep in contact with each and every one of them to help keep up the 
fighting spirit.

THE RETHE RE--UP ROSTER BY SGT FOSTERUP ROSTER BY SGT FOSTER

All is well here at Camp FOB McKenzie! The CAV is 
doing well as we all continue to settle into our new 
home away from home. During our first weeks in 
country the morale of the soldiers has been resilient. 
We had many challenges yet we are always finding 
a way to get the mission done. The chapel program 
for the squadron is becoming more defined and 
established as the days go by. In fact, we now meet 
in the MWR center in a room called the “Bird Cage.’ 
It also doubles as a theater through out the week for 
movies to be shown to the troops. All in all the 
spiritual programming for your loved ones is shaping 
up quite nicely. 

God Be Blessed from the 2-17th CAV,

Chaplain Wood

CAV COUNTRY ROUNDCAV COUNTRY ROUND--UPUP

Troopers from TF SABRE defeat 
TF PALEHORSE in flag football

Congratulations to all those soldiers that reenlisted.  Congratulations to all those soldiers that reenlisted.  
Currently the Squadron has accumulated over $128 Currently the Squadron has accumulated over $128 
thousand dollars in reenlistment bonus money.thousand dollars in reenlistment bonus money.

CHAPLAIN’S CORNERCHAPLAIN’S CORNER

If you would like your soldier to get a TAX FREE LUMP If you would like your soldier to get a TAX FREE LUMP 
SUM bonus of up to $15 thousand dollars have them SUM bonus of up to $15 thousand dollars have them 
contact SGT Foster located in the S1 office.contact SGT Foster located in the S1 office.

CSM Miguel Ortiz

NOTES FROM THE SERGEANT MAJOR’S DESKNOTES FROM THE SERGEANT MAJOR’S DESK

A heard of camels in Kuwait



The first successful convoy by the Maverick ExpressThe first successful convoy by the Maverick Express



PFC Hensley mounts the Squadron’s Battle Flag at FOB McKenziePFC Hensley mounts the Squadron’s Battle Flag at FOB McKenzie



Troopers from TF SABRE defeat TF PALEHORSE in flag football



The SCO and the CSM uncase the colors



LTC Vogler presents the outgoing SCO LTC Muth with a token of our 
appreciation for all their help during our transfer of authority



All the Squadron’s aircraft ready to cross the berm into Iraq



ANNIHILATOR  ANNIHILATOR  
TROOPTROOP


